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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
In the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1-6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) An electric motor having a ventilation system which 
inhibits generation of noise, the motor comprising: 

a housing defined by a hollow casing; 
a stator secured in the housing; 

a rotor and a rotor shaft mounting the rotor for rotation In the housing about an 

axis; 

a fan mounted on said rotor shaft for rotation to advance a flow of cooling air 
through the housing to cool the motor, the fan having a c e ntral hub - and a plurality of 
blades; and 

a baffle secured in the housing at a position generally between the stator and the 
fan, the baffle including an annular section , the annular section including an inner edge 
defined bv a lip, the lip having a cun/ed convex surface having a curved surfac e 
oxtonding axlally abovo at i eact a portion of th e fan, th e bladoo of tho fan having a 
shape - corr e sponding to th e curved surface of tho annular section of the baffl e. 

8. (origlnaO An electric motor as set forth in claim 7 wherein the fan has an 
Intended direction of rotation about said axis and wherein the blades of the fan are 
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inclined in a direction opposite said direction of rotation. 

9. (original) An electric nnotor as set forth in claim 8 wherein the baffle has an 
upstream side facing toward the stator and an opposite downstream side facing toward 
the fen, and wherein the baffle is positioned such that the downstream side is spaced 
from the fan blades with a gap which is generally unifomn in size along the gap. 

10. (original) An electric motor as set forth in claim 9 wherein said gap is within 
a range of from about 1/16 Inch to 3/16 inch. 

11. (previously presented) An etectric motor having a ventilation system which 
inhibits generation of noise, the motor comprising: 

a housing defined by a hollow casing; 
a stator secured in the houslrtg; 

a rotor and a rotor shaft mounting the rotor for rotation in the housing about an 

axis; 

a fan mounted on said rotor shaft for rotation to advance a flow of cooling air 
through the housing to cool the motor, the fan having a plurality of blades; and 

a baffle secured in the housing at a position between the stator and the fan, the 
baffle having positioned generally at an outer periphery of the baffle, the rim having at 
least one tab configured for being received In a corresponding hole in the casing to 
releasably secure the baffle in the casing. 
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12-16. (canceled). 

17. (currently amended) An electric motor as set forth In claim 7 wherein said 
annular section of the baffle extends radially inward from the housing and forms an axial 
gap between said annular sec^'on and said-a portion of the fan. 

18. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in claim 17 wherein the 
a)dal gap is generally uniform in size. 

19. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in claim 17 wherein the 
fan is a backward curved radial fan. 

20. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in cl^ 19 further 
comprising a rim on the baffle which is positioned generally at an outer periphery of the 
baffle, the rim havnng at least one tab configured for being received in a corresponding 
hole in the casing to releasably secure the baffle in the casing. 

21 . (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth In claim 7 wherein the 
casing includes at least one vent opening positioned radially outward irom the fan. 

22. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in claim 21 wherein 
said annular section of the baffle extends radially inward from the housing and forms an 
axial gap between said annular section and said portion of the fan. 
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23. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in claim 22 wherein the 
axial gap is generally uniform in size. 

24. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in claim 22 wherein the 
fan is a backward curved radial fan. 

25. (currently amended) An electric motor having a ventilation system, the 
motor comprising a housing, a stator secured in the housing, a rotor and a rotor shaft 
mounting the rotor for rotation in the housing at>out an axis, a fan mounted on the rotor 
shaft for rotation to advance a flow of cooling air through the housing to cool the motor, 
the fan having a central hub and a plurality of blades, the blades of the fan being 
spaced from the hub to form a clearance region between the hub and the blades, and a 
baffle secured In the housing at a position generally between the stator and the fan, the 
baffle having an annular shape^and a central Qpeninar and a Hp surrounding the central 
opening, the lip having a curved convex surface, a curved portion of the bafHe extending 
radially inward from the housing and positioned axially above a portion of the fan 
fbmning an axial gap between said curved portion of the bafHe and said portion of the 
fan , th e blad e s of tho fan having a shape coFresponding to said curv e d portion of tho 

26. (previously presented) The electric motor of claim 25 wherein the axial gap 
is generally uniform in size. 
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27. (previously presented) The electric motor of claim 25 wherein the housing 
includes at least one vent opening positioned radially outward from the fan. 

28. (canceled). 

29. (currently amended) An electric motor as set forth in claim Z2S wherein the 
lip projects in a generally upstream longitudinal direction from an upstream ^ce of the 
annular section of the baffle. 

30. (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth In claim 29 wherein the 
baffle has a smooth contour with no sharp comers. 

31 . (previously presented) An electric motor as set forth in claim 9 further 
comprising a rim on the baffle which is positioned generally at an outer periphery of the 
baffle, the rim having at least one tab configured for being received in a corresponding 
hole in the casing to releasably secure the baffle in the casing. 

32. (previously presented) An electric motor having a ventilation system which 
Inhibits generation of noise, the motor comprising a housing defined by a hollow casing, 
a stator secured in the housing, a rotor and a rotor shaft mounting the rotor for rotation 
in the housing about an axis, a fan mounted on said rotor shaft for rotation to advance a 
flow of cooling air through the housing to cool the motor, the fan having a plurality of 

Serial No. 10/715,172 Page 6 of 9 

PA(X7f10*RCVDAT7f1!ll20065:0S:S1 PM [Eastern D^^^^ 



JUL. 19. 2006 4:06PM HARNESS OICKEY PIERCE 



NO. 020 P. 8 



blades, and a baffle secured in the housing at a position between the stator and the fan. 
the baffle including an annular section, a central opening and a lip surrounding the 
central opening, the lip having a curved convex surface, the blades of the fan having a 
shape corresponding to the curved convex surface of the lip. 
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